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Aurelien
Villette

RESOLUTION
OF SILENCE — ABKHAZIA

Abandonned places are a very popular subject in modern
photography. In 2016 the French artist Aurélien Villette, an
architectural photographer, stopped on the eastern shore of the
Black Sea, in occupied Abkhazia. The lens of his camera caught
several frozen decades of 20th century at once - the 5075, 60's, 70’s. ..
The armed conflict of the 1990's turned this once beautiful
and vivid place into a sort of ghost shelter, and also a
source of inspiration for Aurélien Villette's photo series.

The artist expresses nostalgia, silence, and loneliness settled there
from a different and very emotional point of view. He is struck
by abandoned and destroyed castles, sanatoriums, houses, and
gardens. His eye is looking for humans, but can't find one. The
emptiness nested in these once beautiful places shows us that
during the last hundred years, in this large region of Western
Georgia, civilizations seemed to clash with each other. In these
buildings, with their charming architecture, people are nowhere
to be seen. In their place are weeds and dust, a cultural evolution
heading towards wilderness, an evolution without resolution, full
of emptiness, sadness and silence. In this chaotic silence the artist
seeks symmetrical forms in his typical, laconically way.

From 27 September to 7 October the ArtEcho Foundation (directed
by Dali Ubilava — de Graaf), together with its Georgian and foreign
partners, is organizing an exhibition of Aurelien Villette's “Resolution
of Silence - Abkhazia” at the Georgian National Museum. The
exhibition opens on the 25th anniversary of the flight of 250 000
people from Abkhazia. The Georgian public remembers Abkhazia
as one of the most beautiful places, where people traveled each
season in order to charge themselves with positive energy. Aurélien
Villette gives them a chance to see that native environment. The
French artist and his lens act in this case as mediator between vivid
memories of the past and the sad, silent present, and as a guide
connecting past with present. He also creates a space to think,
forgive each other, live together peacefully, and contemplate
missed relationships and rebuilding.

WHERE: Georgian National Museum,
3 Rustaveli Avenue, Thilisi

WHEN: 27 September-7 October, 2018.
Opening ceremony at 18:00
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